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Date: 8-Oct-20 

DPEA 

4 The Courtyard 

Calendar Business Park 

Falkirk 

FK1 1XR 

 

For the attention of Karen Cowie 

 

Dear Madam, 

 

Re: Planning Appeal, Land North West of Willowdean House, Foulden, Scottish Borders, TD15 1UG; 

Your Ref: PPA-140-2081 

 

I write in my capacity as Chairman of the Foulden, Mordington and Lamberton Community 

Council (‘FMLCC’) to correct factual inaccuracies in materials presented to you in the lead-up to 

this appeal.  These inaccuracies have been brought to my attention by members of the community 

of Foulden.  Whilst the majority of residents are opposed to the proposed development at 

Willowdean, this fair-minded community is absolutely united in its wish that you should have a 

complete and correct presentation of facts. 

A number of points arise from the letter to you from Avison Young – agents for the Appellant – 

dated 18th September 2020.  I shall start with these: 

• The assertion that FMLCC engaged Smith & Garratt to submit a document on their behalf, 

and that FMLCC is biased against this application is incorrect. FMLCC only coordinated 

matters on behalf of the majority of its local community.  The community organised a Just 

Giving page to raise funds to oppose the development, and no funding has been or will be 

provided by the Community Council to assist with this. From the outset it has been individual 

members of the community who have responded and have individually led opposition to this 

proposal.  For itself, FMLCC has responded through its usual channel as a Statutory Consultee 

on planning applications. 

 

• The suggestion that some kind of weighting should be applied to private responses made by 

residents who sit on the Community Council – in lieu of the collective representation made 

on behalf of the majority of the community – is a nonsense.  Members of the Community 

Council have the same rights of free speech as anyone else.  It is entirely appropriate for 

them to speak out, especially to detail how the proposed development would impact them 

as individuals or in ways not addressed in the community’s collective representation. 

 

• The assertion that most of the members of FMLCC were co-opted is incorrect.  Of eleven 

incumbents, two remained in-post from the previous council, eight were elected in March 

2020 (ratified on 6th April 2020) and one has been co-opted to cover a vacancy.  Whether 



 

 

elected or co-opted, all members work proactively for the benefit of the community as a 

whole. 

 

 

• The assertion that Mr and Mrs Tait have been ostracised in the community is quite incorrect.   

      Members of the Village Hall Committee organised a Covid Resilience Watch in Foulden.  All 

elderly, disabled and less mobile people were contacted.  It was not felt necessary to 

contact others, including the Taits, in this regard.  In March all households were notified by 

hand delivered Flyer, advising of an Open meeting to discuss the future of the Community 

Council, and to seek new members. Any resident could have attended or put themselves 

forward for election.  Further to the first meeting of the newly formed Community Council, an 

information sheet, including a request for contact details and a survey, was hand delivered 

to every house in Foulden.  They were delivered to the Taits’ housekeeper on Monday 18th 

May by a member of the Community Council, and the housekeeper said she would pass it 

on.  The same member of the Community Council went to collect it two weeks later and saw 

Mr Tait personally.  He said he had not completed it but would, and he would then post it.  

This was never received, so in line with GDPR regs, and as with other non-respondents, it was 

assumed the Taits did not wish to be on the contact list for communications. The Taits are of 

course welcome to notify us and join at any time. The Taits themselves have chosen not to 

attend any of the numerous Village Hall events run by the community before lockdown – 

their own choice. 

 

Moving on to other points: 

• There seems to be some confusion 

regarding the quality of the appeal site as 

agricultural land.  I take this opportunity to 

provide a map extract from the Soil Survey 

of Scotland, Land Capability for Agriculture 

(lent to me by a local farmer).  The majority 

of the Willowdean site (just below Nunlands 

House) is tinted yellow, meaning it is Grade 

2 of 7 grades (Grade 2 of 5 grades 

excluding rough grazings and land of 

limited agricultural value).  Grade 2 

represents ‘Land Capable of Producing a 

Wide Range of Crops’, which is a valuable 

commodity. 

 

• A sharp-eyed resident has spotted a typing 

error in submissions made by Ron Kirk on 

behalf of Scottish Borders Council.  He has repeatedly referred to Local Plan Policy PMD2 as 

PRD2. 

 

 

I hope this assists in your deliberations and I undertake to write again, should residents bring further 

inaccuracies to my attention. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

       

 

Harry Frew 

Chairman, Foulden, Mordington & Lamberton Community Council 


