
22ND AUGUST - URGENT NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING WILLOWDEAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
As you may have been aware already, Scottish Borders Council recently made its decision regarding Planning application  
 
20/00067/FUL | Erection of 52 holiday lodges with office, reception/shop and formation of associated roads and parking 
| Land North West Of Willowdean House Foulden Scottish Borders 
 
The decision made by the relevant council committee was to refuse the planning application, see this link: 
 
https://eplanning.scotborders.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q4G2WTNT
I6A00 
 
However, the developer and their agent have now submitted an appeal against this decision to the Planning and 
Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) of the Scottish Government. 
 
Today the following statement was issued by the Chairman of Foulden, Mordington and Lamberton Community Council, 
Harry Frew: 

 
Good morning all, 
  
As you will no doubt be aware, the Appeal has been submitted to the DPEA for the Planning 
Application at Willowdean. 
  
To date there is a unanimous will from everyone I have heard from, seen or spoken to in the last few 
days, to fight the Appeal. Moreover everyone has offered to contribute financially as they are aware 
there will be costs. 
  
In order to fight the Appeal with any chance of success, we must seek professional help. The 
Community Council have taken the decision to engage Hugh Garratt, of Smith and Garratt, on a 

formal basis. Hugh is a highly experienced professional planner, with an additional legal 
background, and is, as you will know, already familiar with the case.  He lives locally in Ladykirk, 
and is ideally suited to help us – we have little time to lose" 
 

https://www.smithandgarratt.com/about-us/ 
  
We have just held an initial meeting with Hugh to clarify detail and to ensure everyone is clear where 
things sit, what the timescales are and what is likely to be required. 
Andrew Dempster, Andy Manley and Denise Walton also attended this initial meeting, and this group 
forms a Community steering group that Hugh will report back to, and work on behalf of. 
Hugh will now proceed to engage with the DPEA on our behalf and will report back to us next week. 
  
We are advised by Hugh that the main thrust of our defence is his communications to the DPEA on 
the Community’s behalf. 
  
If individuals are willing and wish to contribute further in writing, it is not felt to be as essential as it 
was during the previous processes, but they are welcome, and it will help.  
Hugh’s advice is that a new letter should concentrate on specific points directly relating to you the 
writer, and how you would be uniquely affected. They should not be a regurgitation or copy of 
previous letters. ( as these will already be in the hands of the Reporter ). Individuals’ letters should be 
worded such that their letter is … “ In addition to our support of the Community Councils’ position, 
we………. “ 
  

The inspector’s deliberations will include a site visit, at which we can all be present, but not to 
speak ( unless spoken to).  However, we can demonstrate by strength in numbers (physically 
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distanced), and with placards – and this is the occasion when we must really show our 
objection.  We will circulate the date of this visit as soon as we receive it and will make 
suggestions as to how best to show a community objection. 
  
The DPEA has until early November as a deadline to decide the case, but it could be before then. 
  
It is important we all work together, and Hugh’s writings will make it clear that he writes on behalf of 
everyone. 
 
If anyone would like to monitor progress, the following link takes you to the DPEA website,  
  
http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?ID=121152 
 
We have an estimate from Smith and Garratt of £3,600 (inc vat ) for the work required to fight the 
Appeal on behalf of the Community. Our opinion is that there are likely to be additional costs – there 
always are – therefore a target of nearer £5,000 is suggested to be sought as a fighting fund. 
  
A Crowdfunding website has been set up by Andy Manley, our Treasurer, on JustGiving.com, for the 
purpose of paying Smith and Garratt. This is hopefully very easy for everyone who is willing and able 
to donate to the cause.  If people are unable to give much, even a small amount will help and will 
enable Hugh to show strength of support in his what he writes. 
Please click the link below: 
  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/protectwillowdean  
  
In the event that there is any surplus money at the end, it is proposed that this money be put toward 
some plans that we have to improve the Playing Fields – news of which you will hear of in due course, 
and of which I hope you will approve. 
 
There is not a fixed commission % taken by Just Giving – but don’t forget to alter the commission box 
to zero !! – or to make a donation if you wish, of course. 
  
I hope this keeps you informed initially. 
 
I must stress that there is no guarantee of success with our defence of Willowdean, but we will give it 
our very best shot. 
  
Please feel free to forward this to your network of friends, and supporters of the cause in your 
area. FLMCC will be circulating this e mail to those e mail addresses that we have managed to 
collect. ( as well as those receiving it now)  I know that the Community Council does not have 
everybody’s e mail address, so feel free to encourage people you know who feel they are going to 
be affected by this development to get in touch with us by email on enquiries.fmlcc@outlook.com. 
  
We will endeavour to keep you updated as much as possible, but feel free to get in touch if you have 
any questions or helpful ideas. 
  
Communications will be made by e-mail, as best as possible and where we have e mail addresses, 
and via the: 
 
Community Council Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/fmlcc/  
FMLCC website http://www.fmlcc.org.uk/  
FMLCC twitter: https://twitter.com/FMLCC 
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I hope you can support the cause! 
 
Thank you. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Harry Frew. 
Chairman  
Foulden, Mordington and Lamberton Community Council 
 
 
 


